
What I find of most 
satisfaction is when I see victims 
becoming advocates for change.
Mary Balikungeri (women’s & development activist, Rwanda)

If you don’t like the way the 
world is, you change it. You have 
an obligation to change it. You 
just do it one step at a time.
Marian Wright Edelman (children’s rights activist, USA)

Every moment is an organizing 
opportunity, every person a 
potential activist, every minute a 
chance to change the world.
Dolores Huerta (activist & feminist, USA)

There are astonishing stories 
of heroism not only in preventing 
bloodshed, but in building 
understanding which lasts.
Scilla Elworthy (scholar & peace worker, Scotland)

There is no tool for 
development more effective than 
the empowerment of women.
Kofi Annan (UN Secretary-General 1997-2007, Nobel Peace Prize 2001, Ghana)

Violence against women is not a 
family issue, it is the most widespread 
violation of human rights. 
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If I do not work, who will? I have 
the necessary skills and I should 
be using them to accomplish the 
work I do for peace and women‘s 
rights. Nino Javakhishvili (biologist, women’s & peace activist, Georgia)

We can‘t do it by ourselves, 
but if enough of us do it, we 
change the cultural climate, 
and then the leaders follow.
Riane Eisler (scholar, writer, social activist, Austria/USA)

The power of the harasser, 
the abuser, the rapist depends 
above all on the silence of 
women. Ursula Le Guin (author & feminist, USA)

Emancipation will only be 
completed when a totally 
incapable woman has moved 
up to a responsible position. 
Heidi Kabel (actress, Germany)

Sexism is the foundation on which all 
tyranny is built. Every social form 
of hierarchy and abuse is modeled on 
male-over-female domination. 
Andrea Dworkin (feminist & writer, USA)
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Institutionalized in sports, the 
military, acculturated sexuality, the 
history and mythology of heroism, 
violence is taught to boys until they 
becomes its advocates. 
Andrea Dworkin (feminist & writer, USA)

Women prevent the threads of 
life from being broken. The finest 
minds have always understood 
the peacemaking role of women. 
Mikhail Gorbachev (politician, Nobel Peace Price 1990, Russia)

When men talk about defense, 
they always claim to be protecting 
women and children, but they 
never ask the women and children 
what they think. 
Pat Schroeder (politician & feminist, USA) 

How sad now never to see 
men holding hands, while 
everywhere one looks, 
they are holding guns.
Alice Walker (author & feminist, USA)

I myself have never been able to find out 
precisely what feminism is; I only know 
that people call me a feminist whenever 
I express sentiments that differentiate 
me from a doormat or a prostitute. 
Rebecca West (author, GB)
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My idea of feminism is 
self-determination and it‘s very 
open-ended: every woman 
has the right to become herself 
and do whatever she needs to do.
Ani DiFranco (musician & feminist, USA)

No one is more arrogant 
toward women, more aggressive 
or scornful, than the man who 
is anxious about his virility.
Simone de Beauvoir (author, philosopher, feminist, France)

Representation of the world, like 
the world itself, is the work of men; 
they describe it from their own 
point of view, which they confuse 
with the absolute truth.
Simone de Beauvoir (author, philosopher, feminist, France)

Men are rewarded for learning 
the practice of violence in virtually 
any sphere of activity by money, 
admiration, recognition, respect, 
and the genuflection of others 
honoring their sacred and proven 
masculinity. In male culture, police 
are heroic and so are outlaws; 
males who enforce standards are 
heroic and so are those who 
violate them. Andrea Dworkin  (feminist & writer, USA)
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